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ced a ſeties of arguments to prove that it 


Ido not pretend to be a 
judge of the merits of this performance; 


was polytheiſm 
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HAVE. lately met with 4 treatiſe” 


endtled, The. Natural Hy if RE. 


to enquire" into the primary religion of 


mankind upon the piineiples of reaſon, 


unaſſiſted with revelation, and hãs produ- 


but muſt <onfefs, ' that the alf 6f free 
dom n enlivens every parr of l. dec 
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r will equally | 
and enſlave the ſab- 


' ſafely preſerved from the _— 
freethinker when he endes to per 
vert dr chlfupt "this e; bs well 
2s from the attacks of the. 6190777 when 
h wants to deſtroy it.» and, If you wee thi 
\  Pataphlet, will think pethopy; that its ins 
genieus author ſhould! be ranked under 
the: ficſt: cla; and that he may be ſuf⸗ 
pected ef forme ſuch Intentions: u DE has 
advanced; an re- NA 
to the ppofeſſiom of the Moſale hiſtory. -b 
by thould.. be lad when if you Woald cafe-, 
du examine/jit,; ad wu me whether 

Ms, n Ne v0 i 
band gil 4 
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tion of human nature in its primitive = 


ſtate, or chethet he bath not gnjuſtly de- 
preciated its dignity, by deſcribing our 
de ehe esse together geln e- 
rat d barharausy for as they wore the 
ſans. Hm, pouſſeſſec the fame rational 
&acultyi and were, actuated by the: ſame 
patſions wih myſelf, fo. I am defirous of 
being sequainted with their civil and re- 
lobe conſtizution! ſoon after they were 


placed upon thie beantiful theatre. That 


affeian,; which en call benevolence, 


uninflaenced sither by the intereſt, or 


connection of relations. friends, or coun- 
uymen, unintemupted with thoſe paſſions 
of n or Malice, which are tog apt to 
engage themaſelyes in a. party toyvards our 
contrmperarieys...now.! glows: With | the 
pureſt ardor, and makes me wiſty'to find 
that advantageous chatacters are given of 
N e eee thy mote 5968 
e astuug e 1 1's A. 184611 
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. Sat RO with ane 
1 deiaz kighly enterteined wh we pe- 
Le 
mended to me in your letter; for the 
character of its author, and the plan e 
Propoſes to purſue," give/me great hopes 
ol finding ſome new light Hung upots the | 
obſeure · parts of antiquity: wut =o 
judge of the ſatisfactien t'sfforded'me In 
this eſpe by the following abſtrukt. J 
It appears to me (ſays Mr. Hume,) 
that if we conſider the improvement 
of human ſociety, from rüde begim- 
„ nings to a greater ſtate of perſten. po- 
« ]ytheiſmor idolatry was; and neceffarily 
<<" miſt Rave been the firſt and moſt an- 
cent feligion of thankind, This '6pk , 
nion I ſhall ' endeavour” to cmffim by 
< the following arguments. 10 
reis matter of fact unconteſtable, 
n +. that about er yours ago all mankind 
444 2 


* pular and eſtabliſhed ſyſtem. As far 


C aC act od ang ttt RE 


N Aid bs. 5. 
e werk Aolaters Behold: neu the” 


« clear teſtimony of hiſtory. The für- 
ther v mount up into antiqulty, the 


« dot wie dg find inankind plinged in- 
4 to idolatry.” No marks, no ſymptoms: 


« of ahy more perſdct religion. The moſt | 


< ancientrecords of human race ſtill pre- 
« ſent üs with polytheiſm, as the po- 


<« as writing or hiſtory teaches, mankind 
im ancient times appear univerſally to 
have been polytheiſts. Shall we aſſert, 
« that in more ancient times, before the 
«. Knowledge of letters, or the diſcovery of 
uanyiatt ur ſtience, men entertained the 

« pringiples of pure theiſm ? That is. 


« while they were ignorant and barba,, 


« rows they diſcovered. truth: but fell in- 


to error as ſoon, as they acquired learn- 


te ing and politeneſs. But in this aſſer- 
tion you not only: contradict all appear- 
ee ane of probability,” but alſo our pro- 
** ſent experience concerning the princi+ 1 
60 les and opinions of barbarous nations. 
** B 3 «© The 
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. REMA R Kuporete' 
%, te favage: tribes of America, Atrica, | 
". and Afia, are all idolaters- 1 160 
The meaning of this argument is chat 
e far as hiſtory reaches, the: popular ne- 
ligion of molt countries i found tbihave 
been polytheifm i and as mank ind were 
| altogether ignorant and barbarous -before 
the knowledge of letters, or the diſcovery 
of any art or ſcience;\ ſo unable in ſuch x, 
Nate to find out the principles e eli 
therefore polytheiſm muſt . their 
e n . l 4 > Fal 
But the incapacity of 8 
W with the arts and ferences, to 
bnd out the principles of theilm; ſpould 


be demonſtrated, before this argument 
can have any weight or validity whatever; 
otherwiſe mankind "may. reaſonably be 

ſuppoſed to have made this diſcovery, 
long before the arts and | ſeierices werd 
known. For the-warks' of che ciea- 
tion are the certain; and have been the 
perpetual teſtimony of the exiſtence of 4 
God, EP: is the medium with 
Ng t H which 
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Natural 0 #R aur. iS 
which the human creature, 


from the very 
furſt period of its being, buth- been fur- 


; nadel o diſcover it een the 
the earth bringing forth proyiſian, far kts 
ule, the ſeaſons xeturning in the wimaolt 
regularity and order ; it muſt alxrays Hove 


obſeryed itſelf to he ſurrounded by as u- 


numerable ſpegicy of creatures, and [could 
not help perceiving its n inahility to 
orm or give life to the ann ſt inſect⸗ 


immediately lad to. conclude, that ghis = 


beauteous ſoene of things muſt certainly 
have been grepted by a being infinitely 
ſuperior. ia wiſdom and power to man. 
But the wind did not want the irradiation 
. of the arts, to enable it to.diſcoyer this 
ruth; for neither the utmoſt perfeſtion 
in architecture, ſculpture, paipting,' or 
ſtatuary, would lead jt to ſuch contemple- 
tions as theſe. In ſucceeding ages indeed, 
when mankind were acquainted with che 
ſciences, they might haye acquired more 

6 B 4 refined 


* eee 
refined proofs of "a'deity* lads 
Fal Ginithetry of parts which is conſpleits | 
ous in tlie human flame, l an infallible 
conrickion to the ariatomiſt of the wiſdom 


of its author; the laws of gravity in the 


heavenly bodies will afford the aftrono- 


mer the moſt auguſt idea of that being 
who firſt put them into motion. Bot it 
will be too peremptory to affirm, - that 
he illiterate uncient might not from pure 
intellect contemplate this ſcene of things, 
with the ſame rapture of admiration, with 


the ſame emotions of gratitude towards 


his Creator, © as the / cultivated modern. 


Education indeed may poliſh the re- 


flections of mankind; but it cannot gene- 
rate them; and you muſt neceſſarily ſup- 
poſe the ſeeds of knowledge to be plant- 
ed in the peaſant, before they can be ex- 
panded/ into the arts and ſeiences in the 

philoſopher. So mankind were as able 

to diſcover the exiſtence of a God in the 

remoteſt ages of antiquity, as at preſent; 

and conſequently it neither” contradicts 
) | any 


— ask *% | 
8 any appearance” of probability to-afſert, INTE, 
| ** notwichſtanding as für ad hiſtory 
reaches, mankind 1 ancient 'tirnes ap- 
ene e poi renal 
ancient times, beſore the knowledge" of | 
letters, or the diſcovery of any art or ſei- 
enco, men entertained the principles of 
theiſm, | That is" while*they were igno- 


pelled to bees idolatry, for Pell 
purpoſes (as it will appear in the ſequel). 
Neither doth fuch an affertion cbntradict 
— our experience of barbarous nations, who 
are not all id6laters : the natives of New 
| England believe in a' ſupreme power, 


* that created all things, whom they call 
P: Kichtan *; and thoſe of Canada believe i in 
” the exiſterice of a God · n 


The Pefusiaz called the RH cafe of 
all things, Pachacamat; by which word 
my meant the 9 of the * 

11 % 2 1 


: L. 5 c. ET Etter ll of ro ages. | 
0 LEST Ibid, ] 


ame; w e very. ace, and vene 


n foul of on. mor... This 


* 
upangſt them, that they never mention- 
e it but upen, extreme..neceflity 5 and 


hen nat without all the figns af devotion 


3maginable, - az. howing the body and 
head, lifting up the £388.16 heaven, and 
ſpreading out their hands 1, Ailton: 


ke! The idalatrous Indians gf Adi acknaw- 


perfect a 
The Africans of N 
worſhip Guihimo, i, e. the 2 of hes- 
ven by * 471 \2x5Þ 
But 1 fra dl, apiain: Mc Hm 
proceeds to tell ys, that *<.a_barharoys 
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L. 5. c. 14. Ibid. 
4 ＋ 2. c. 
1 3.6 c. 1. Harris's coll, of Voyages. 


and only. wiſe, the creator of bean tat 
repreſent by an onal ee 


1 OIL animal (ſuck an man j8 on 
184 PY very fgſt origin. ah: peel 


7. Tavernier's trav. from Harris. 


* „ aw a0 


Nanu! An of R btoton. te: 


< has n lgiſurt to admire” tlie regular 
face of nature, or makeemjuiries con. 
i cerning' the'canſe of hee, to which 
« from his infuncy he har been gradually 

« gccuſtoed. Imagine not char e 


«+ will ſo much as ſtart the! queſtion, 


% whence the whole ſyſtem,'or united fa- 
© ric ofthe univerſe aroſe.” This ig 
a noteblecobfervation indeed; and indif- 
putably proves, that as long ut man con- 
tinued to be a lurbur bu, neteſitouy an- 
mal, he-was'molt certainly d barbarout, 
and neceſſitous:animal ; but it by no ments 
follows from thence, that he was 4 poly- 


teil. A creature ſtarving with hunger 


would be anxious only of conquering its 
immediate wants, and not yet curious of 


enquiring into the order of the univerſe, 


or what relation it might have to à ſupe- 
rior being : and io, in ſuch 's ſtate as this, 
would be of no religion whatever. There» 

4 1 0 dc 24} 10 ea foro 


nini to Ae 2d 08 30 51 Ls ASL 
Lord Bolingbroke argues in the ſame 
manner. Sect. II. Eſſay II. Phil. Works. 


by ſuch ,,izu wants aid paflions, 


1 e e I 


pte the-ſociety muſt neceſſuly be ſups* . 
poſed to have bern amply ſupplied wih 
the-convenjencies: of - life; and that dif- 
ferent ſtationa were allotted-t6 its ſeveral! 
members, beldte curioſity Excited any of 
them, whoſe employnients might engage | 
them the leaſt in their worldly affairs, to 
enquire from whence' they ſprung; and 
man muſt have been à civilized, con- 
templative, and teflecting creature, before 
he could have been a religious one; muſt 
| be ſuppoſed to have argued, and reaſoned 
upon bis on nature, to have been ſen- 
ſible of his dependence on - a' ſuperior; 
power, before he could think of applying 
to that power for relief 
The queſtion is, lather | the huiven 
creature, after having exerciſed its intel- 
lectual faculties, and conſidered the difs al 
ferent parts of nature, after having ſur= >> 
veyed the ſtupendous furniture of the | 
heavens, and-admired the exquiſite order 
and harmony of this beauteous ſcene, it 
would en it to be the W of infinite 


power, 


S 88 8882 
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to 


neee ſeabed. 3 
, perfect wiſdom, and Salbe nd 


me led te ndöre its Tupratne Creator; ot = 
_whither;/(@ Med H. uſſerts) dt agi 
ed. . 
at" F an 
—_ 7 2 Tots of religion 
aroſe from thetneifſant bopes anfears aubicb 
atfuate the buman mind ; ſo-inviled Jumo ar 
at} ibs; LLuchis' ar births: Nie 561 
In hort the queſtion is," : whether the 
ptimary religion of 1 rational creature, 
was the vifpting/ of ien realen, or the 
monſter of its fürs. This latter opinion 
Mr. H has bottowed' from the Poets 
"obſervation, that prims r orbe deos fecit 
trmor i: an aſſertion which deſerves rather 
to be licked; than to bo nen coii- 
— Ae 10 1 45 or. 
T0 OY The NY G. 

« it muſt neceſlatily be allowed, thit, 
in order io cy mene attention” be- 

* you he viſible courſe. of things, or 
e e eee 415072 19; 8 * — 


0 s 7 wats” Theb. 3. 


It BMA Rat 
Halen into i f 
© pig intelligent 
E eue bMꝗſeme paſſian, 
3 and s 
3 e, (mob vru hich. u 
4thars ee ee et Nhat paſſian 
Mal we have wa ene tee Grcoxplaine = 
. lagian aft e th mighty donf⁰- 
* quer? ob, ſpornlatinecuriobty,.or 
the pure lope of ruthhu. That motive | 
$#1 5 .t06.1rpliped; for, 18106 apgre- | 
©, hen ond An alen them into 
| e Grey the Spe of na. 
e, tare, a:{nbject e 
*.henkve fer hei narraw capaciths, No 
e paſſiang therrfare can: he ſuppoſed tp 
work, upop ugh, harbarigiay. bututhe = 
< ordinary.;affairs of (human. life 3.1 the 
7 anxious concern for happineſs, #he 
* thiol} of revenge the appetite for Pod, 
£ and other, negelarieh, 2. ftuca 1 
Suck is Mr, H- nion of out an- 
cient anceſtors. | Ho thinkeythat thay were 
ſenſoleſs of yy emotion, but. fear, re- 
9 211165, , POPYe) 
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e In thoimall compi ef /aograve; (it); 


In endleſs. night? they ſlaep unwept,) ytte: 
-an vows. ay yaw bella od «yi 


| Nord — makeull time thaje 


Sni9 wad doth Todo Bate: 


ni etaalnt vi Wwaltod 208 bib GHU and 


But;withall; we may demand what richt 


5 — os pr 
engy of, records muſt always deprixe an 


hy which alone he can be. authorized. te 


plonounce with any deciſion upon the, | 


Rate and cantlition of; the ancient world., 
The ver invention ef letter di «not; 
precede the chriſtian æra perhaps above 


ee W 


od v 


Soc. 33 Ar | 


2 3 rr exe, Tr ααννſ T Vet — 
r df d gull; Tor de 
= PIE Ac OV > KM. 
FENG Gn Platonis Phædros- 


8 * 


I F.e gegessen 


impartial enquirer of thay full oon, 


2000 years, being: found» but: by Thatli 


Go. ame. "© 

vrt chin S cinopreſt t heſore the n 
queſt of Ae — Torſtan nan 
confequandy.95.cmpkiod.. exiſted many 
ages befasse the uſagof; letters, they had 
no megns hatte er if we ercept hieto- 
glyphicky which. were not to be depend- 
ech pon heing capable of various in- 
| ), of, gomveying any account | 
of their lives ta;poſtecity ſo one genera - 
tion paſleg away, and was: but feintly e- 
mempexed,,or entirely forgotten by its 
ſuecceding one, and. fore edifice or co- 
lama, perhaps us the only evidence, that 
mankipd.then had. of. the very exiſenee 
of, . their, anceſtors, If a few centuries, 
would thus obliterate the memory of peo - 
ple; and; nations, hefpre the uſe of letters, 


muſt ngti we call it preſumption. in this 
author, thus dogmatically to declare that 


they were altogether. rude, ignorant, and 


barbaroily in their'mithriers, wad that 125 IN 


eo? was bei ll la dl 
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N 0 whither theilt or- 4 
= cho primae religiob: ef mankind, oY 
4 dttermined upon Ho other wuthortyj tun:: 
oO - revatio; (and if 2b is extheara ty 
dns author, then the Pluton oF this = 
= qui chin be only Wach os GRe 
oO wit; and that Tide! of it Which aps 
peedy che greateſt degree of problbiu 
ww ue u night torr Ante 
Upon this principle aloe tnüiſt ue ur- 
gude, und let us conſfider tlie Raw Uf : 
Lind in the remoteſt ages, upon che fl 
mony of the moſt ancient monuinerts, 
and tecords, and endeavour front thichce 
d worn a reaſortable d oP nay has 
ners and religion. L De 
| | Tho pyramid of Egypt were built be. 
| fore tlie uns ef Tels, and hate fun 
: HE! Bt ſufyieeck 


_ ſo 4's r Noch 


Fier 
„ Qu: de iis . fs Herodotus, 
% hemerus, Duris Samius, Ar Dis. 
* nyſius, Artemidorus, Alexander Polyhiſtor, 
« Butorides, Antiſthenes, Demetrius, Demo- 
« teles, Apion, inter omnes eds non conſtat a 
quibus factæ ſint.“ Nat. Hiſt. I. 36. t. 12. 
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of tie, id winter — 
manner btikno vn i 65 ft/predent! · 3 and 
thbit ſturtion- keit proves that ſhey 
were quam with aſtronoumy . Archi- 
embroldaty ire brought to great per · 
focion in Homiet's time. Nenophon 
pala f grebt maſters in ſtatmaryn ahl 
painting : and wi ſind in Plutarch; a 
reniarkable-proof\ of the excellent admi- 
niſtration of 'juſtice amongſt the ancient 
Rgyptians?.' If we; conſider. withal tue 
n 21001100» ten n W | 
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340d 
« All, che ſtones of the E built 


med wit che remeſt excl de Ol 
IMO USTI 107) \ Herod. 2 5 124 
: Nardi eravels-inno/ Egypt. 7 


- + Homer's Viad, 1. 6. v. 242, &c. -& 
* Ibid. I. 18, v. 48g, M. 
„did. l g. Gr. 
7 Ibid, 1, 3. he Oh KEE, 
Xenophon's. metmofab. I. T. e. 21 
e At Thebes the ſtatues of de ee 
« were N r rel andithar of the. 
| chief 


War 


20 | DAMES ke: 


_ dog Ara Th 
= Babylon» Memphis sy of the m 


ple off iam at Epheſus , wofitheamms = 
_ xiny works vf the labyrinth; an of the likb | 


Meeris , or of the famdus ſtatuo of Memw 
9 help. being/afloniſhed/av 


— — 
that theſe ancient philoſbphersy«unifts} 
e r be were 2 to en- 


' _ 


505 101 ran * 0 U a | 2912 10 Zanon 2 . e t 
« chief judge with his 1 ring booking upon the 
ground, to ſignify at they 


« by perl rſwaſign to act conttary to juſtice;”? 
1925 ue 7 er 
g Homer's Iliad;-1. e. i 1 £1. 
> Herod. I. 1. c. 178. ) NN; 0-0 hide 
3 Ibid. | 2. c. 99 —2—, | L 
4 Pliny's nawrkl hiſloryych. 46. c. 40. 
q 5: Herod. Lade. 148. $67 £2047 11 uh, aa 8 x 
— - . a. IL a, © 149. % lm „„ 
151 , 2,Phiny's natural hiſtory, J. 36 C. 7. 
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ge prevailed upon by bribery, nor 2 


excellent faculty, by which they: were 

enabled to meaſure time, to calbulatè the 

mations of the heavenly bodies to play _ 

the city andi tlie pyramid ; that fucult / 
which: taught: them how to animhte he 
block into à ſtatue, and to enliven the 
canvaſs to a picture ? Can we believe that 


theſe ingenious people, who by the great- 
eſt ſtrength of mind had invented that 


amazing art ef letters, and the noble ſei- 
ence of mathetnaticks, who had im- 
proved their underſtanding to ſuch a de- 
gree af excellence in every reſpect, were 
either unable to diſcover the exiſtence of 
a God, by the plain evidence of his works, 
or could! refrain from enquiring what 


power it was, which conſtituted * ſuch 
beautiful order through the ivhole crea- a 
tion? Or thall we unk with Mr. H=, 
that they looked upon this ſecne of things 
with the ſame indifference and ſtupidity, 
as the irrational brute ? No ! wE&&nnot, 
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a ſelf-exiſtent and immortal being, 

they; called Kheph'5;"and/ all the Egyp- 
| tians in general cſteemed God to be the 
cauſe of every creature that was generated, 

and of all the powers in nature, that he 
3 ſuperior to e thibg, and that He is 
an immaterial, 1 ctal, ſelssexiſtent 


"ne" ou ene, ſuſtains r 
10 42 i 10 27.2. TSP pare 


8 1 . . 2 0 
antem. l. de le deorum, I. 1. 204% 


O & Avatayopas —— tier” 
eK TH TWP, 195 wy u. 19x00 jnge bes, 
Xas Fug 8 TWV OAtov ger. 
Plutarch. Plac.' /Philpſ » Is 
_ +: Xenophon's memorabilia, 1. 1. c. 4. 12. 
3 5 O auros yap eros XEpoTexyns, © udo wr 
= 0105'eE" "ExEeun Tannoal, anna vai Ta, ex 7 6 % 
mere Tot, tes God ard ü 
rah r TE GANG Yau eurer, * pcs H 
Y Nαν oparoy Kat gets x TarTera« Ev, &harw 
3 xa Ta & ads ore . deve ey are. _ 
5 4 0750 0 ee eee republic, I. 16. 
q O 20 yep bes Kart. re am rag fu 
, wry TH Arxiſt. Metap. 
er Orale ua res, as hfo heoͤ⸗ 
.edev voperCorTas, 4 ov * er yr Kynp, 
9 ovTa * ot 
232 Plutarch ce & Off. 
— | - 1 


„ * 
- 


I 


= 


dee RM Nelon. iy 
| art er we based Pee e 
Pol 6 ally chineſe , pebfeed the 
ſime belief. Ciccth ſeries, tht there is 
no nation 10 ſavage aft Wirft, WH 
doth not beteve in "the: deitg of 1 Gol, | 
tho! it may be ignorant ef the manner f 
his exiftence „, Dr. Warburton Hkewile 
days, . Iris not only poſſible tar the wor 
* ſhip-of the fir cauſe of things" Wis | 
„ prior cc any ide! Wrſhip,” but hy 1 
* 1 probable; idol wottfiſp 
21 Iþ tio 0 52A Lov tt hing 
0 „la £11142 200. Aas $4014 Lon 


ed vb vn ea oh 1 Phr 
er Tos g Sureputy Wernwry cr Ons, 
are J uregeaur Ter + ” apes xa @TWHATDS 
xai urch ung, Ns Te d Ahr OA; 
8 tau r x ey S D α r gem vert i tir 
rau, Xa Ev ,64UTW.; TX OA. non 
. "Jartblickins de Wee , 7, FO C. 2. 

* Straboy I. 17. * 


| Hyde religione vet. Perl. er 10 2228 
2 I ce monarchiæ Sinicæ 
ante Chriſtum juxta cyclos, annorum 60. ante 
Chriſtum, 2697. Hoam Ti, hoc eſt flavus im- 


rator fundator monarchiæ. Templum 
Lan Ti, id eſt ſupremo impetatori ſeu = 


De legibus, I. 1. c. 8. 


, Confucius. 


P Oh nn Hh a A... he hoes... 8 


2 * fy D NXT TA i? 
LETTER © THz0rn1Lvs, 


"+ 
. 4 w_ NH. os , - Mo a - * 4 
„ 4 7 1 a N Annan 


4 — denn 


from the-ecnclufions of de tendon, enki 
than from the: ſuggaſtia i its) ea = 
But es path wat |pqdoubtodhiahe. 
_ eſtablified neligion of Moſt ofithe hicathwil 
nations, I. ſhaald bei glacb ame infotmed 
ef the cuuſe mhich induced 1mabkin® | 
thus ſtuarigely e degenerite;/ A-lagther | 
idolatry being embraced;for. political par 
W 97 99a, l - 
eee 


LETTER to ern CR 
241024 Tt. HAT TAI. 


ſatiafaction which my laſt, . 
2 ub. 
_ ceſs I ſhall meet with upon thut of pol 
theiſm ; and if you will ſpend a few days 
with me at Pontefract, I vill readily con- 
municate. my thoughts to you, upon th 
popular and eſtabliſhed religion vi the 
beathen world. I ſhall not examine the 
account which Mr, Hume hath given us 
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of a modern... pu) may, peru - obje 
wo che length of, my quotatigns,/ hut I 
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lixity;in producing my authorities than 
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eng bo difficult (iE stig; 
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nity. that was refined with the arts, 
aut its — and conſequently, how 
neceſſary it was for him 10 apply to this 
eee Political Putpoeſes. . 5 * 

Acasra. R Before you--progeed in this 
enquiry rf, Pera wwe, 2 to e- 


1 woof rer vnorlt mind 
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mind you of 4 queſtion, - which kaſi 
| you im my laſt better; vis. that if theiſm | 
: (4s yd aſſert) ves the" piitnary religion = 
of \ranklnd;-what- wal the reaſon that 
this profeſſion did not always: continue ny 
mongſt them, ſince it is ſo much prefer - 
able to all the oy of | . , 
ever NN 42 Mg \ 10 nene 
Turorh. ! har act; forgot your quel 
tiorz/Acaſto;: and hope that a gear proof = 
of the. neceſſity of ancient lawgivers hav- 
ing recourſe to idolatry, will convince you 
of the impraRticablenels of eſtabliſhing a 
relghy at that time, upon the principles. 
of theilin, that would have, anſwered t the 
ends of government. In the firſt ages of 
the world, when, m i weroonly gon⸗ 
cerned to telleve the wants which flowed 
from the imbecillity of their nature, while 
they were yet unacquainted with objects, 
that created any illicit defires, while th their 
entertainments were more C ment 
than ſenſual kind: 3. then theilt might 
here been ſufficient 0 have direQed th dem 
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to! the! diſcharge of their duty. 3 
pure volte uf reaſon in ſuch « ſtate, woult 
infor” munkind? char as the -primiry 
e oo woo capra em mrooieg wt 
| patho; be hy Being ah Pest. 8 
vitzon, tnuſt be the worſhip, arid nder 
tion of its creator ; ſo the duty of à ſb- 


| clable"6iis,” 4s hib6rditiately "dependent 


upon its fellow Ceattires for à ſupply of 
its tewp 
mity 10 che laws of fociety: chos the 
' whole combination of ſocial duties, - whe- 
© ther natural, moral, or civil, whiel might 
refalt frötn their various "relations" und 
conbections, would be obſerved und obey- 
ed upon the principles of theiſm. But 
e gradual improveinient'of che arte en- 
tirely changed the employments, and 
withall the manners of mankind in gene- 
ral, for as new ſcenes 'of pleaſure were 
continually opened to their view,” they 
would be naturally excited to purſue the 
various means of their emma The 
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| cevttiinodations of a more refined Tife,” 

to ths of their feverifindes;! 
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and would hije the\Uiiftitce bf rh Inf £ 
gent y for che execution” bf them. 
The bne being YH ebtiſtanily engaged in 
their vatious'ocupations, would have ud 
opportunity of extttifing thelt fnttlleauat 
faculties, ſo would be no longer able to 
diſcover the exiſtenee of à 06d; % cn 
templating on the works of the creation, . 
or to. ſec ing neceſſity; of conforming to 
_ the laws 006 gp acts, qa were 
quently would neglect their duty to both; 
from hence vices and. fordern would en- f 
ſue, and the Weiety all a prey tothe un- 
reſtrained \pailigns, of a multitude, unleſs | 
ſome urtiſice con be-contrived1 ſor its 
preſervation.” The, crber percent this 
| influence of the divine being/thus extin- 
guiſhed, in ſo great à part of mankind, 
and likewiſe ke pats WM. hu 
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moſt ny erde by ne en 
appearance in nature, whose rays enligh- 


vital warmth they daily ſelt. The ele- 
ments perhaps were ſhortly after deifſed, 


prevailed upon to worſhip; as they might 
believe that by them alone the: ſeaſons 
were rendered proſperous or unkind, and 
ſo the feld produced a fruitful or a baren 
harveſt, and conſequently imagine that 
they immediately depended upon them 
yr haps oe ee © Thus on account of 
| 1 AJ AG 93 1 23413. 01 the 
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66 i the whole * of nature. Dut * know- 
edge, and the conſequences- they ſhould be 
« able to deduce from it, might not ſeem to 
** them ſufficiently adapted to the character of 
<< a people withwhom they. Had to do; a people 
led by their ſenſes, and by the firſt appear- 
« ange of things, with. little uſe of reaſon, and 


little exerciſe of refleion, which might have 
rendered them capahle of riſing from ſen- 


ſible to intelligible, objects. 
Philoſ. works, vol. 1. 
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charge of their duty, in a ſtate refined 


With "the arts in «the: early ages of the 


world, upon the principles of theiſm, 
you ſee the neceſſuy of the legiſſators 
applying to ĩdulatry; and withall you have 


che authority of records to teſtify that the 


worſhip of the ſun and elements was the 


moſt ancient form of it in the beathen 


world. Homer mentions Heliopolis, or 
© eity ſacred to the ſun,” which together 


by the Egyptians +, The Pe; 
faced to the ſun and; moon, to 


fire, water and winds, which were their 
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the earth, 


The ancient Greeks | 


| ere x. | Says 


= 


„ IDOLATRY.. 


and iars-%./ The Germans. 2 


the fun, moon, and fire.” The ſun 


ferent nations under different names; he 


was called Baal by the Babylonians, Am- | 


mon by the Libyans, Apis by the Egyp- 


Zeus. or--Jupher. by: the Acne. 
F | Hei had facra- Mithriaca, ot or holy rites. 
1 inſtituted to him en Etrycians , 
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Platonis Cratyl. 


v pedrum numero eos ſolos ducunt, quos 

cernunt, & quorum opibus apertè antur. 
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Cæſar de dello Gal. I. 6. c. 21. 
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; 17% ol it in Joſeph's time; the ſcripture ſays, 
* that Pharaoh gave him to wife A ſenath. 
= the daughter of Potipherah prieſt of On, 
or the city of the [fun ?. Moſes like- 
nion with other nations for fear of idola 
try, and denounced a ſevere puniſhment 
againſt thoſe who were guilty of its "4 If 
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ſi tam frequenter in Tyſcorum monumentis 

præſentetur Apollo, cujus in tota Etruria cul- _ 

tus fuit longè vetuſtiſſimus, & celeberrimus, 
Muſeum Etruſ. Ant. Fran. Gorj. 
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f thy gates dh the land thy-God 
„ giveth thee; man or Woman that hath 

_ </ wrought wickedneſs in the ſight af the 
Lord thy God, in tranſgreſſing his oo 
** Gods, and worſhipped them, eithet the 
ſun or moon, or any of the hoſt of hea- 
<< vg, uhich I have not commanded: 
Then ſhalt thou bring forth that man 
or that woman (which: have commit- 
u ted that wicked thing) unto thy gates, | 
te even, that man or that woman, and 


fhall ſtone with ſtonęs till they die 


It was the eſtabliſhed worſhip: of Judah, 
| _ Joſiah put down the idolatrous 

0 prieſts whom the kings of Judah had, | 
* ordained to burn incenſe unto Baal, to 
* the ſun, and to the wann and to all 


10 the hoſt of heaven * Job likewiſe 5 


| declares himſelf innocent of the idolatry 
which was then practis d; he fays, * If I 
& beheld Ge | ſun when it ſhined. or the 
Deut. "oi e | 208% 
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ſeeretly entierd, or 


my mouth bach kiſſed my hands This 


u alſo were an iniquity to be puniſhed. by 
dhe judge, for 1 ſhould have denied 


| the God that is above Me 
_ += Tmnork. The worſhip of the ſun and 
elements'wes undoubtedly the-moſt an- 
cient ſyſtem of idolatry, and withall was 
| regarded as an inſtitution entirely calcu- 


4 learned of all ages, Ariſtotle fays; that 


che ancients taught, that the ſun and moon 
were: gods; &. The reſt of their theo- 
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; multitade, to ſupport the laws, and for 


reis ug, rl Uo 74 £40 u, X40 TEgu a 
| To bea rm oA Quoiv, Te d's Norra Huh 


| #IDOLATRY. 43 
was impoſſible to conduct the vulgar to 
piety andigoodne(s, by reaſon alone, and 
 rhirefors it was netellaty Have reef 
toſypertiti6n and fable : Volius like - | 
 Iwiſe"gives us a bety explicit account of ä 
— its nature dag origin; e ye, In tze 
«firſt ages of the world, there was no 
«- ſpecies of idolatry whatever, but in 
1 ſudceeding ages, they worſhipped God 
& under figns and ſymbols. The cauſc 
of which inſtitution was derived from 
the commonalty not believing that 
| 1% not ſee him; ſo being unintimidated * F We 
| with the apprehenſion of his power, 
dada and encouraged with the hopes of im- | 
« punity, they launched out into all ſorts 
of wickedneſs. . The lawgivers diſpleaſ- 15 
ed with theſe practices, ſome of them 
. ihe ſun, others fire, the-carth, 
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1 a kind of worſhip the wiſet part conſorm- 
ed., as,,choofing ,rather chat even ſuch 

1 «+a, hjod of n ſhould be followed, 

chan that the, multitude, ſhould not be- 
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al ard: Kd cm poſtquam in ſymbolo 
1 aliquo, deum coluere ; vel mundum hunt, 
N ejus partem aliquam, aut particulam pro 
mbolo eſſe voluerunt. In cauſa erat, quia 
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metu, ſpe impunitatis in quævis icelera deval- 
. Verentur, Hoc cum reftoribus populi di- 
| pfliceret, alii ccelum, aut ſolem, alu ignem, 
=. alii terram, montem, fluvium, vel; Japidem 2 
| etiam informem aut aliam nature parti | 
pro ſymbolo dei eſſe juſſere. Sed non diu 
075 mbolis habita ſunt. Facilè enim in vul- 
go Saen opinio, non eſſe numinis ſy mbola, 
ſed ipſum numen : ferentibus ac diſſimulanti- 
bus id lis etiam, qui melius ſaperent, do 
mallent, quidvis potius A coli 
nullum numen cred. 37 WM 
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2 denied-thes ce worn of Mithras (or 
the ſun) aS diuine, but affirmed that 
« 'it vas only ꝓnitical, and evidently; pro- 
feſled that they adored»-nothing” but 
10 God e We have likewiſe a more mo- 
dern inſtance of the worthip: of the ſun 
being uſed as a political inſtitutiun. Tem- 
ples were dedicated in honour of it at 
Peru;. hen it was firſt conquered by the 
Spaniards, which will greatly confem 
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At cum veteres Perſe 3 wiltoaaits Eu- 
ropes dololanice © adoritionis taxati, plane 
nen _ Mithrm 1 eſſe 3 
tantum civilem aſſerant, | 
ede ſe nihil pray præter deum. 
a De teligiohe vet. Perfarum, ; Gap, 10 
m auem longè lateque iſte Sabaiſmus 
ſeu, copiarum e cultus fuit diffuſi 
mirandam eſt; cum ex probatis autorib 
certum fit in ert tractu ante Hiſpanoru 
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Ghouls be.celated of them... 1.151 
rns g rn, The Paſlge: in Tiegel. 
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Aerial ſpiritas, by great Jove deſignu d. 
To be on earth the guardians of mankind, 
T immortal ſpys With watchful care 
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ons Proferpine z and 


inter figns, and the rie — 
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un Adonis; who when he, 


then Venes muſt be repteſented as, la 


Penjing ber Adonis, — detained by 
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Kari . che pgs 

Minktvi was feigned to He Pane r 
of Jupitet“s Head, ds re as thought 
t& be ths {6 of wiltlom> zan they artu⸗ 
ed her Wich an Lnckettel "pi 
may be ſuppoſed to be gun as againſt all 


eee Whatever,” "the hilt 5 | ; 


of their ancient kin go, , they” f free uentl 
dignified't the moſt eminent of | them wi wit 
the title” of "Jupiter, ahd is relatec "Ha 
. a the ie of ob. et ther 
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Pornutus de Vulcano. a 


_ ® Ibid. de Minerva. 


* K s. 


228 1 a5 £468; 


8. f. 8.8 F = 


N 


4 1s 


SZSZDZRE 


EB 


* 
WY 


© 


X , . V'\ 4 0 0 K 
p : , *% p 
: , « * * 
* — — . . 
” - * 0 
* ” _— - * pet f f o > | g * 4 * 
| 2 n DOA. ATR 9 


S ben ing tes ieeund _ 


Sire us of Pitus ing of Argos having 
an intrigue with Danae by the inſtuence 


of gold +5: we find that Jupiter is ad ns 
deſcend into her lap in a gilden n-ſhower. 


* 4912085" om! ih Did gh! ve n we. 


ornarent, uorum memoriam 
Ubi e, OY elſe ixerunt. 2 Th 


n illa quæ rangy: 
t, quod clarum 


2 


largiter n robin infudit. Hic ſtupei 
es fuit. Ar qui quaſi de deo lo- 
quabanty r, ne 40 en creditæ mug 
t, finxerunt ipſum in aureo imbre 
delap cadem figura, qua imbres ferreos 


F28g cum multitüdinem telorum ſagit- 


tarumque deſcribunt. 


Lactant. de falſa religione, L1.c. 12. 
We are indebted to Homer for this ſtory, 
where we find Jupiter telling J. in bs 
addreſſes to her, 

Ne'er did my ſoul ſo firovig A paſſion 

Or for an earthly;-or a heav*nly love : 
Not hem I preis d Ixion's matchleſs dame, 
Whence roſe Pirithous like the gods in fame: 
Not when fair Danae felt the ſhow'r-of gold 
Stream d life, wherce Ferſeus brave and 


. 


* 
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Homer n. L 14 v. 319. Kc. 
1 e. 20> We 
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0 ——— . 
"We hav any inline Mkewic of th | 


and: —— the philoſo - 
| Pers. They thought that the ſun had 
| 3 influence on the atmoſphere, 

A e by its different temperaments, was 
either alutiferous or deſtructive to man- 

kind; ſo Apollo. was called-the god ef 
medicine “: he was likewiſe ſuppoſed to 
be the god af muſick, as being the cauſe 
of that exquiſite harmony, which is fo 
conſpicuous in every part of nature 


| The ſun was repreſented by the ſtatuaries, | 


under . as being e 
5 2 


3 La ya Ae " Apreguis E 
ee 2 % Haus ds % n Zenlun 
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Strabo, I. 14. 
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Xp tos 'Ev puVjuco THpevTos c 
* Phurnutus de Apolline & Diana. 
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7 DOK TY, 99 
— exaſs of el n 
ions; und the whole undverde was de- 
tired under the reſemblande of Pam 

whoſe horns were ſymbolical repreſen- 

tation of the tays of the ſun and moon, 
whoſe obloured countenance expreſſed 


the appearance of the firmarnent, and 
whoſe pipe declared the regular and har · 
monious motions bf the heavenly bodies. 
eee mene the fe- 


4 Fg . . 8 ft - 


ee ne Te Lęatu, To: Q 
N eber oy -eoTroerd'ss 
* 10 T1 dea f re, WT @velty 


Tao —— gane Enpas, I Thy era 
Sy de cννν Ke Tey. ro #39009 Hur2 ' Tara. 
neon #4071 Ta XEX οννĩi £9 TH YI TTEPMAT HH 


pavepe x SH. Te bs Tree, Thu Tex 
rurd n Kivno ws: nan, Tov xUxAov Te 


dias, thy Tepuprpeicg), rarer Yep Tw „u 


Jog ge. Suidas. 

Ex pioratum «ft, veteres Panos nomine 
allegorics naturam ipſum rerum omnium pro- 
creatricem, univerſumque mundum intellexiſſe, 
cornua in ejus capitez radiorum Solis, & Lune 
ſimilitudinem exprimunt. facies minio tincta, 
ad #theris imitationem ʒ fiſtule inventum, ad 


 &belararidum cali harmoniam. 


. Muſeum Etruſeum Ant. Fran. Gori. 
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W Dans 
was obſerved to have an effect upan 
pregnant women *;- ſo they prayed to 
Lucina for 4 fafe delivery. + You. ſee, 
Acaſto, that the poets had their gode ag 
Well as che people; many of which were 
not regarded as objects of worſhip, but as 
the ludicrous beings of their own imagi - 
nations for they probably were not pro- 
hibited from inventing the numerous 
and diverting ſtories concerning them, ſo 
| long as the publick worſhip was not dif- . 
a RE e 
85 C Servius.on Eneid 4. v. 311. Sup 
5 Adhibetur autem ad partus, quod ii 


tureſcunt aut ſeptem 3 aud 5 | 
3 nne lunæ curſibus. : 


Cie. de nat. deo L er 


7 Rits 1 ire partus 2 
Sher 10s yia; 8 ä 
Sive tu Lucina probas v 
| Seu genitalis. 
Hor. carmen ſeculare 
——Tt+ poi huoog- 0 Exubua. 
Hom, II. I. 11. v. 270. 


The . rhat cauſe the teeming matron's 
throws. Pope. 


„ TDHOLATRY. 161 
turbed. as The flatuarles and Paten, a3 
47 from many of "their "works in ig- 
. e cgl leftions of i} the eutious, Ae 
the poets in theſe . deſcriptions, and. I w 
give yo o an inſtance of this fort, from a 
Picture lately d fopnd ' in Herculaneum 
. where the painter ſeems to have barrowe 
his compoſition entirely from their mytho- 
lopy. Ge Bacchus fitting, and* Hercules 
* Rending before him; a femile bgure 
Cy in 4 firting x oſture bebind Hercules, * 
+" winged, ane "her bead crowned d ith 
4 Jaqrel; in her left hand ſpikes of « 
urel; in er e pikes of corp, 
4 her right pointing tc to  Bacchhs: on ons 


% 


SOA LES 3+ 


fide of Hercules, is 2 Jon, and pn the 
10 other an eagle; ; behind Bacchus pads a 

youth laughing. and before l him i is a 
or 12255 boy ſuckled by a doe. Bacchut 
* and Hercules are larger than the, life.” 


3 (Lerter 340 th, f rom a a young painter) 


IIA of the painter, perhaps, 
was to give a ſymbolical repreſentation of 
all nature.” Bacehus means the ſun (Ma- 

1 41 cCtrob. 


A 5 


3 Sat, J. 1. c. 18. and Mantfaycon's, 3 
$20 Ant. Tom. 1. ſecunda Pars 16. ch.) the - 


female figure is Ceres, Lot the earth | 
crowned with laurel, holding "ſpike 
corn in one band, and pointing to. 
ſun with the other, as the 0 


he 


£5 


of theſe productions. | Hercyles (Porny- 


tus de Hercule] with a a lion on one {ide 
and an cagle on the ther, are ſymbols of 


mankind, . and the reſt of the. Anima] | 
World. 2 youth laug ghing b behind Bec. 


chus, denotes the animating g ind e nliven» 


ing power of the 8 "The boy ay | 


of its ſwiftneſs was a * ' was ring 
Led to have over child-bearing, women, 


Thus have theſe artiſts left us amizing 


proofs of their great ingenuity and Per- 
formances, and they alone muſt be con- 
fidered as the authors of _ of the gods 


1 | — * 


6 Vide ſynibolica Diane Epheſiæ ſtatua x 
Claudio. Menetreio expoſita Feu, Grag, 


Ant. Gronov, V. 7a. 
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a ISO AD © 
and. their families in the heathen World. | 
Mg, Hume ſeems tg. diyert h cif with a. 
g eri and f be l l 
Clemens Romanus in, s, Cech, Ct, 
ventri; pro puminibus babendos eſſg do- 
cuert. Nerape quia, & ſervandizde fre. 
tineantur, perdendi hominis habeagt po- 
teſtatem *.; I have put your patience to 
a tryal, Philander, by continuing fo long 
upon the mythology. of the ports (Which 
indeed js. rather fareitzn to my: ſubject, 
and too copious dd be properly: explained 
at preſint) but, I had an | inclination! to 
| give /Agaſto, a geners| plan of the e | 
pagan ſyſtem of theology. a8 how rt. | 
n need 6 nm goon, 
ſoemed to me to be enveloped with a 
cloud of darkneſs ; but by the removal of 
this obſcurity, I ſhall be enabled to read 
the poets with a higher degree of pleaſure. 
than cler. Your Alan berworn do- 
er e 
ver de c. 4 2 
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_— * 6 * d r n 
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+ di n DP * 7 „ «i 
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Wees 3 
Wn tr Pie Very ese Fr 


ou Have given us of - 
former pia dtived From polic 
2 the Ahcitnrs” were | wx ery maſters 
in chat itt, nid brings to my Fi 3. 
ſage y; Who Me Do nor che 


. pröple bor t that the belief ef 
van the god lis a mete Gn of ww piblrs, 


U 


5 "we" promote the good 25 
„ nity;) chat religion N e WS 
< ſto/their duty, wich reaſbn could not) 
<ventirely ſobvert alk teligion 5 00) be 
Tavern It ö net td be doubted, but 
char bl the popular teligions of the heu- 
then world, as far as hiftbry retches, were! 
entitely ſyſtems of policy 1 and your g. 
tation proves,” that Cicero eſteemed them 
ac fuelr; for it is one of the obſervations" 


which Cotta viges in order 9 expols the 
16 ts 121915 DA; Y: : an a is a . x ” yariowy” 
Ny 191 (* 4 2 Fi] p43 A! 1 , oC ww) Tres: 


"Ay ji qui dixerunt, . ei is im 
ibus opinionem fictam e | 


—.— teipublicg cauſi, ut 5 ratie wo 


oninem religionem fundirds ſuſtulerunt? _ . 
De nat. deor, l. I. c. 42. 


„ IDOLATRY. 6g 
GE, Fe) unworthy opinions ; which 1 
Fee had of the. author of th 
world, and Jays, 5 e. 
that there 0 many gods, i in order to 0 
fluence the multitude, ſubvert that 
and real piety and adoration oil a man 
owes to the divine being? n 
Pulau. Since then this was the 
ſtate pf Mankind in the heſthed woild, 
Theophilus, doth it not very manifeſtly 
demonſtrate the nęceſſity of our Saviour's 
appearance, that this idolatry might be 
Wann AAN Ne * 
prevented from impoſing upon the 
lity of the mul, any longer ; ; ; and Tear 
all mankind might unerringly be directed 
to the worſhip of the true God, the crea» 
tor of all things? : 

- Tuxorn, © Tam very glad you 1 
mentioned that ſubject; for as the chriſtian 
religion hath of late been warmly attacked 
by ſeveral of its enemies, I ſhould'be glad 
to hear its cauſe defended * auen a fincere 
friend of it as yourſelf. ; 


true | 


Pu- 


® DIALQGYR ck 
Jou hall be * 


3 TT 2 | 4:96 RT 
TW 910 s - tom yy thoughts *. . that, Ni 


any. ot ther 1 that will STIR 2 


ntertainmep * Theophi 55 if you. 


I, Dae 
9d your Fiend” Acitt yl honour mp 


| with your, company'3t my apartments 50 


0 ow | . 
morr 1 "2 Eagan? 1] cri; an £1 wh 
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VI nN torr 17 fbr 


ett, 108 Ia 77 2 Seu 
ↄd 2112 1711 witzloht -: Te 38! HH 
enn rsrzax KER feöx. 
be e ges d nf G7 703% 

110 9. „ 8 ads bo wy 
RASH AN Tus oPEIL Ys, and case 5 


414 ant. 9 it 20 diebe. 2713-1 
HILANDER, ls 113-} TILT 701 


F Was Berk, in my garden ry be 
impati ENCE for your company, Theo. 


philus, as you promiſed to (end as much, 


of the day with me, as your friend Ample: 
to's other engagements —— #4: 


of 


/ 


| CHRISTIAN Selen to 


el breaking your. worde, bat 1 Hod thay 
your, preſence entirely difſolyes.all-my rife, 
ö ing reſentment, and am ready to grant 
you both a pardon, upon condition, Acaſs, 
ra, that you will never gmit a ebe wal of: 
this i an a Wa 
We 45 tera are very ger ine, = 
77... © 
contributed. to ire me in e — 
bach, on jdolatey, will be * OY. inn 
ducement for me to comply , ich ch hem, 
without any, othe  obligatio whatever, . 
Prxanves, \ our comp iment would, 
have been mare properly applied to Theo- 
philus, whole clear diſcufan of his ſub-: 
ject, 1 thould be tempted to commend, 
if I. did not apprehend | he wouls ule 
me of flattery. N n 8 
Turornirus. 7 do not doubt, bot 
many miſtakes may be found in the diſ- 
courſe you mention, and wiſh that you. 
would correct them, inſtead of ſuffering. 
friendſhip to prejudice you in my favour. 
Kr ans. 2 The 
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The only merit I preten 
 fincciedefire of finding out truth, en 
you Lock, Falte effcernad s the pfu- 
objekt, ddl te diftovety as the PY 


| your differtation on Honey, 


| ” 


70 ese s 1 
betend to Süd, bK 


ect of ine Huth“ wild, 


Dot dee mülk not forget Fou?”prbtnile, 


Philander, of givin ngen x account of 
chriſtian felig lon, 19693 "441, ene 


-M FLA En. 1 


Je 


af the Taff ies A 90 de, Ted philas, ; and. 
fibul be glad, if T Colt 2000 
of it with a a 00 accuracy an ad judger 
| deſerves. ' Perhaps ) you 5 Ty 1 
we the e advantage of ſcrip Fae T 'Tea- 


Wy ackwowldige this" dd, a 
we hp eb 


vinced me more NOT eyer © the riecef: 7 


fy of embracing i it. The deficiency 


records which you complained of, in 15 
letter to Acaſto, ſhews us, bow limited is 
our proſpect of antiquity; We "know" 50 
What provinces, ſtates or empires, right 
have exiſted in that great interval, be- 
tween the — of the world, and 


the 


is 1 is Wee "pts gay 
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the; uſe of Jaters. - Our own aun 
(baſe firſt. inhabitants) perhapy. were 
colony of Gauls)together,with. the great = 
eſt, part of Europe, was involved in lig · 
norance and barbarity, when Julius Cas 
ſar extended his arma to the Btitiſh coaſts: 
and we haye very few, or no memorials 
of it, preceding that ær The Egyp- 
diane, Greeks, and thoſe nations which 
are ſituated in that part of the world, are 
almoſt the-only people, that ancient aus 
thors.give-us any account of; and even | 
their deſcriptions of theſe are very can: 
fined, and perhaps erroneous, the records 
concerning them having been deſtroyed 
by the accidents of time, or the fury and 
malice of ſavage conquerors. | Herodotus 
is the moſt ancient profane hiſtorian who 
treats of the Egyptian ſtate, 'yet the py+ 
ramids, and ruins of their famous cities, 
atteſt that-they were a civilized and pow- 
erful people for many ages before. We 
know nothing of the Greeks, till the 
Trojan war; * if we conſider the Iliad 

as 


aA und ſciences; in ſeveral countries, the dif- 


ere /DENUSGUBS 2 


| a the compleateſt compoſition. 8 
teſpect, that huth yet appeared in the 
poetic world, we ſhalt have great reaſon 
td ſuppoſe,” that many authors ' preceded 
Homer, and'thixt the Greeks had brought 
their language to à great degree of re- 
flaement and perfection when he wrote. 
Thie old records of the Latns were burht 
by the Gaulsy frty- four years before the 
death of Alennnder the Great, (Neutons 
chron.) yet the Etruſcuns, who were 1 
colony of Oreeles, ſee to have been 3 
_ polite; people when Romulus founded 

Rome: [ Diod. Sic. I. f. 40ù/s © 57” 


8Such is our proſpect of e very 


few authors have eſcaped to us, and moſt 
pf thoſe not perfect; ſo that after we have 
collected the beſt materials of ancient 
profane hiſtory, we mult at laſt confeſs 


Ferent ages in which ſtates were formed, 
and cities built, muſt be ſtill unknown 


TEST 8 8 8 


that our accounts of it are uncertain. 


of the rules. of practice to be obſetved for 


of man, affords him an excellent ſyſtgh 
| of e and enforces the obedience 


| / 


= CHRISPIAN RELIGION. an 
eee u only obnjecture 


the hiſtory'of the firſt infſtieution of the 


olympiads /is is- altogether fabulous] ant 
Eratofthenes {who is followed by meft 


| hionologers 'cvet fince,} did not fte 
above two hundred years "before die 


chriſtian æra. The ee opihiotis'v Which 
the Grecian ſages had of the creation, ul 


the attainment of happineſs, ate likewiſe 
to be regarded tather as the dreams bf 
Perg than the concluſions of philo- 
| | expect tb 


meet with latlsfactory acboünt of this 
ſcene of things, or of the duty of man, 


| where can we find ſuch an excelfent view 


of both diſplayed to us as in the ſacred 


records ?. The old teflament contains, A 


true account of the creation, and fur- 
niſhes us with the moſt ancient mEmG- 
rials that are to be met with. . The new 
one, declares the nature, deſign, and e 


of 


\ 


| 
j 
| 


by which wem 
| of its doQriges,. | 
bythe certain ee n | 
I and miracles. .. Ne 


a cu 


3 its- rakes by the moſt important pro- 5 
bie + The divine miſſion of its authgr, 
be aſſuredof the truth - 


likewiſe demonſtrated 


Tro. The Moſaic hiftory is univecial- 
hy allowed to contain the moſt ancient re- 


us 2 very rational account. of the crea- 


tion, and of our ficlt | parents, (if taken | 


inan allegorical ſenſe, according to. the 
eaſtern manner of writing N but the. evi- 


_ dence you mention, of the divinity. of | 


the chriſt religion being demonſtrated 


by miracles, ſeems to have been lately . 


objected to, by ſeveral. authors, 


religion could not be proved by the inter- 
nal evidence of its doctrines; for a per- 
fee, .conſonancy of i its ' precepts ad x prin- 


ciples with the dictates of reaſon, would | 
have'great influence with me in favour of 


its divine orginal. = 1 * 
Perhaps 


4 


cords inthe world, and undoubtedly y gives | 


5 2 58 8. FS n. S 


 AcasTo, I ſhould be glad to Know, 
Philander, if the divinity of the chriſtian | 


7 = 2 * 1 * 
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Perhaps ven Will laugh zat this pro- 
poſal, -Theophilus, and ſay that ſuch a 
Proof is altogether. impoſſible, and that 
ſome, ſupernataral, credentials are abſo- 
lutely requiſite for this purpaſe;, figce the 
character of its doctrines, be they never 
ſo meritorious, will not evince them to 
be the productions of a mind inſpired by 
the divine being without. ſuch, a teſtimo- 
ny. But, however, abſurd this kind of 
A demonſtration may ſeem to you; it would 
appear de me in, a, very different light ; 
for 1 regard reaſon, as che great law, and 
guide of action to every human crea- 
ture, ſo if the rules preſcribed by a reli 
gion entirely coincides with its ſuggeſti- 
ons, the obſervation. of. theſe rules muſt. 
certainly be the true and real duty, which 
e being deſigned ſhould be ob- 


elt ratio o mme, "Enki in naturd. 
quiz” jubet ea, quæ facienda ſunt, prohibent- | 
que contraria. m ratio cum eſt in homi- 
nis mente confirmata, & confecta, lex eſt. 
| ©. Cie. de 5 cer 3 x. c. 6, 


| rnd ſer ved 


i DDO 
ſaved by man; otherwiſe his reaſon iuſt 
de pronounced inſufficient to anſwe td 


end of his creation,” and w# muſt ab | 
the Uivitie goodneſs” in Reely heſtow.ing 


unerring inſtinct on ihe brute, and ends 


nnz che human ſpecies with ſuch a de- 


kree of reaſon only, 2c will deceive and 
miſguide their maſter man. An -afler« 


tion too blaſphemous to be maintained. f 
© Part. I will referve my anſwer to the 


_ deifts, Theophilos, til} 1 have complied 


monſtrating the divinity of the "chriſtian 
religion by its internal merits. I entirely 
agree wich him in regarding reaſon as the 
law implanted in every humat breaſt to 
inform it of its duty: and as ſuch let it 
be the ſtandard by which the chrhHHhn 
religion is exutnined. *You have tleatly 
ſhown us that the doctrines of the eſtab- 


altogether inconfiſtent with a divine orie 
ginal, and that it was of human inſtitu- 
tion; it is now incumbent upon me to 

con- 


© 8. Qi mia ma & - 


with your friend Acafto's requeſt, in des 


liſhed religion of the heathen world, were | 


F 513339838892 
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FF ” Jer the f inch Ent re "OF? of the 
eſtabliſhed religion of this country; and 
if they appear to be agrecable to the moſt | 
perfect plan, that the higheſt degree of 


you will affow that it will be reaſonable. 
to conclude from thence, LT HE 
tion was divine. r 
Permit me then Se ep le 
tween the religion of nature, and that of 
Chriſt, by wien you will obſerve, how 
they mtiuttally confirm, and iuſtrate each 
other. The knowledge of à God, and 
of our relation to him, and to our fellow 
creatures, is the fountain from whence 
ariſcs the whole duty of man. The 
great volume of nature declares the exiſt- 
encs of this being, for every part of this 
magnificent theatre conſpires to demon- 
ſtrate it to be the work of infinite power, | 
perfect wiſdom, and goodneſs: ' Reaſori 
then informs the human ſpecies of their 
relation to God, and to each other, that 
he is to be adored and worſhipped as heit 
ee creator 


human inteHlet could propoſe, I hope == 
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creator and. preſerver, and that the * 
of ſociety are to be obſerved and obeyed, 
as they were ordained ſociable creatures, 
The religion of Chriſt likewiſe commands 
us, in the moſt comprehenſive terms, #9 
fern. | God. with. reuerence, Heb. xii. 28. 
and 10 be indy, affettioned one em 
another, Rom. xii. 10. 
Reaſon farther preſcribes Yo manner | 
of diſcharging theſe: duties, and tells us 
that the adoration of a wiſe, and power 
that che imitation of a good and mer- 
ciful being eee 
juſtice and charity. 
., Revelation ſaith, « He * Pack 
ten thee, O man, what js good: and what 
«* doth the Lad require of thee, but to 
C do juſtly, and to love mercy, and to 
« COTE: with thy God?“ Micah, 
ren n ee bs 
Such is the correſ ſpondence. between 
reaſon and revelation, that the one com- 


mands what the other infinuates 1 when 
reaſon 


40 912 & 1 
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reaſon points out to us the fundamental 


principles of out duty, revelation more 
particularly deſeribes 4 8 


acting agreeable to them 


an tells us; 


— ſutra Spiple,” as the 


apoſtle elegantly” expreſſes it, . e. the 


Ad of obeying the precepts of Chriſt, 
» is love, love, Joy, — — gen- 


2 It * 1 AC- 
tuated with a'compaſſionate concern for 


the diſtreſſes of human nature, to wipe 


dow's: heart to leap for joy, to live in the 
mutual practice of equity, and goodneſs, 
in the forgiveneſs of each cothet's. frail- 
ties, in the promotion of each other's 


welfare, and in the regular government 


of our on paſſions. So adapted is the 
| chriſtian. religion to... diffuſe, happineſs 


through every branch of ſociety, that 
you ſee from its internal merits, alone, its 


origin might be pronounced divine; far it 


conſiſts in acting agreeably with thoſe per- 
vrol I 3 fections 


the tear of ſorrovy, and to make the Wi- 


| _ fntions of goodneſs, and, wiſe r Which 
— "theframeof nature ſo evidently. deman · 
rate 0 bo- the attributes of its author, 
and may be ſaid to nnn 


nous opinions of men, but hy examining | 
the viſible works. of Ged. Its precepts 
and doctriges, of adoring our creator; 
our B 

are not mere objects of our faith. hut of 
our knowledge, whoſe! evidence both 


enn no more deny the reality of them, 


than we dan deny our on exiſtence; 


they ſtulke us with à foce which no 12 


— 


gy as no prejudice can elude, no paſſion 


can deſtroy; the qe ſees the marks of 
inßnite power, perfect wiſdom, and geod- 
neſs, in every part of this ſtupendous fa- 
brick, and the heart feels it is man's 
duty to worſhip the almighty author, and 
to be l and n towards his fel- 


low - 
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not to be found by enquiring into the vn 


our reaſon and | ſenſes confirm, and we 
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dom creatures; that faculty. which, opens 
| this heauteous ſcane to man, inſtructs him 
bor to act; chat light which diſcayersto 
YL n ied. cod 
r Thus from the | 
|  velation, may the divinity of the chriſtian : 
religion be diſcovered. by. contemplative 
miudeg but that all mankind in general, 
me ignorant as well as the learund might 
de convinced of this importunt truth, we 
mid chat mifacles were wrought}: in or- 
der to afford them at once, the plaitieſt, 
and moſt certain evidencm of the divine 
miſſton of its author; for: -what-other 
porſon; but the'Son of God, or his mi- 
niſters, could commanid the dad 4 riſe to 
Ae f at whoſe vice elſe" wouldi the dumb = 
man fing, or the _—_— r 5 | 
aff! lon bas yaor auto 30 14 
akorn. Your . favour rf 
1 — religiok are-viny Qrong'and 
YL at 4 80 —_ 


141820 git DTA 0G UB α˙ . 
| GitigſaGory;/and/ ſuffeicntly convinoe me 
of its eruth, and divinity; but 1 dhould 


: be glad iF (agreeable to ybur promiſe) 
you would confute the [objections that 
have been made to the external evidence 


of ite miracles by Mr Hume: 
PntLA NDR. The whole fonce bf Mr. 
Hume's arguing againſt the miracles is 


| founded on the ſeveral uſes, and obſerva» 


«© mony endeavours to eſtabliſn, partakes 
«-of the extraordinary and che marvel- | 


* lous ; in that caſe, the evidence, re- 
ſulting from the teſtimony, receives a 
% diminution greater or leſs, in propor- 
te tion as the fact is more or leſs un- 


<< uſual. | The reaſon, hy we place any 
« credit in witneſſes and hiſtorians, is not 
« from any connexion we perceive a priori 
te betwixt teſtimony and reality, but be- 


e cauſe we are accuſtomed to find a con- 


Ki mit betwixt them... But when the 
þ % cc « fat 


kno 
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. fact med ſuch a one as has ſel- 
dom fallen undet our obſervation, here 


<« is a conteſt of two oppoſite experien- 


den; of vrhich the one deftroys the 


_ 4c other-as far as its force goes, and the 
e ſuperior cin only operate on the mind 
hy the foto which remains. The 


ee dane (principle i-of-exprrience, 
et uch gives us a certain degree of aſ- 
| 1 the teſtimony of witneſſes, 
gives us alſo, in this caſe, another de- 
<< gree of aſſurance againſt the fact, 
« vhich they endeavour to eſtabliſn; 
% from which contradiction there neceſ- 
4 ſutily ariſes a counterpoiſe; and mutual 
« deſtruction of belief and authority.” 
Thus doth this gentlemän lay it down 
as a rule, that it muſt be experience alone 
which can give authority to any human 
teſtimony;/and conſequeitly that we muſt 
refuſe our aſſent to the truth of any thing 
which is not conformable to our -.] n! 
knowledge and obſervation, notwithſtand- 


my ing 


\ _grity- and reputation. * amy A N 
e Let us examine che propriety of :this 
© pocorded in py Ps Ihe 


eee 


| loflus of Rhodes was erected, and when 


may other magnificent works af the 


ancients were performed, is not cunſor- 
mable to our knowledge and obſervation: 


nay to produce inſtances of things which 


are now in being; the art that 'was'made 
uſe of to raiſe thoſe prodigious ſtones of 
which the pyramids of Egypt, and Stone- 
henge upon Saliſbury plain, are com- 
pounded, is fill unknown to us, and 
contrary to our experience, If then we 
- 2 into the credibility of theſe facts 
in * -Hume's words, we muſt / ſay, 

That 


"22 DIALOG una, 


umz it is atbeſed by the! uanimdus le- 


defended againſt the Romans by the en- 
| gives of Arehimsdes, unf when thaiCo-. 


ECEET YT YTTDSTsES”FT” 


3 


8 


* 


r 
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_ ot::4eſs/ unuſual:· But the facts atteſted 
ae ſuch a liave ſeldam fallen under our 
_ ablervation; and conſequently here id a | 

conteſt of two oppoſite experiences; f 
which the one deſtroys the other as far as 
its force goes, and the ſuperior can .aly 


— * * 
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That the facts which:the- teftimony = 
endeavours :to. eſtabliſh; - partake of the 


extraordinary - and the matvallous, ſo 
e che \evidenre:; reſulting fm the 


or les, in proportion as the fact is more 


operate on the wind by the force which 
remains. The very ſame principle of ex- 


poerience, which gives us a certain degree 
of aſſuranee in the teſtimony of the wit- 


neſſes, gives us alſo in this caſe anpther 
degree of aſſurance againſt the fact which 
they endeavour to eſtabliſh; from which 
contradiction there neceſſarily ariſes a 
oounterpoiſe and mutual deſtruction. of 
helief and authority; and conſequently 
we are neither to believe that Syracuſe 
Was e defended by Archimedes, or 
that 


„ DDALIGOU.EWN> 
| thar the Cotoffus, the pyramids, or Stoue- 
hengs, were ever erected, as we 'never. 


S e ewe en rinſe 
actions which are con rmed by the moſt 

indiſputable evidence, but even matten of 
.Der enen ee 3 282103 


But this is only the introduction, and 


the mighty difficulty is ſtill to be ſur- 
mounted: Mr. Hume proceeds to ob- 
ſerve; that * in order to increaſe the pro- 
«- bability againſt the teſtimony of 'wit- 
e neſſes, let us ſuppoſe that the fact 
«/ which they affirm, inſtead of being 


only marvellous, is really miraculous; 


«and ſuppoſe alſo, that che teſtimony, 
« conſidered apart, and in itſelf, amounts 
ce to an entire Proof; in that caſe there 


« is'a proof againſt a proof, of which 


the ſtrongeſt muſt prevail, but ſtill 


. with a diminution of its force, in pro- 


« portion 


= "2 8 A =) »S ia 4.0 
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i portion; to; that, of its antagoniſt. , A 
miracle is. a violation, of che laws of 
7 nature ; and as 2. firm and inalterable 
es experience has eſtabliſhed. theſe laws, 
the proof againſt à miracle, from the 
very nature of the fact, is as entire as 
nn 
'*, bly be imagined.” 
This is ood 3 8 
of a miracle, and the proof againſt this 


miracle (as he obſerves) is as entire as any 


argument from experience can poſſibly be 
imagined. . But Mr. H. may be pleaſed 
to conſder, that no proof can be taken 
againſt the exiſtence, of a miracle from 


common with our experience, it would 
be no miracle; and its diſagreement with 
it, is no greater proof that there were not 


1750 years, ago, than our having never 
experienced the terrible eruptions of an 
earthquake in theſe kingdoms, is a proof 
that no ſuch accident happened at Liſbon 


T4, in 


experience z for if it was agreeable and 


ſuch violations of the laws of nature about - 


* 
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and as u firm and Inaltera 


« agzainſt a" mirsele (or au 


| em the very nature of the fact, — 


entire as any argiunent from expetients 


Ml can poſſibly de'imagitiod;” 31d: King 


Thus chen the very nature of ritirackes 
being fourided in their cotitradion'ts 
dur experience, - (however ue may 
be influenced by it in the cortirtion affaies 


of fe) yet experience hut tertainly us 


fort of concem, when niltdculous event 


tre che objects of our entjuiry;' and we 
muſt neceſſarily depend upom the teſtn 


mony of witneſſes, for their truth, unleſs 
111 . 4 | we 


— —— —— 4. | 
proof. A miracle (er un ta? quake) 
* ig d violation ere kus of mute: | 


| © hes eftablihod theſe m, the price 
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en 


N 
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we ſuppoſe that the violation: of the laws. 
of nature ſhould be frequently made, and 
jo pap e eee e en 
I the dan Wes would deſttoy dl cred. | 
bility that may be given to miracles, he . 
ſhould - demonſtrate the impoſſibility of 
theie being effected by any power what- 
ever, either human or divine, or that the 
teſtiniony which may be at any time given 
of them, is [altogether falſe, - But as 1 
preſume he will allow, that the Suprems - 
being, who firſt conſtituted order, can 
change it when he pleaſes, I ſhall theres 
fore confine myſelf to the laſt. by Mt 
I cannot produce a better anſwer to tha 
cavils of the deiſts, againſt the , miracles 

which were performed to atteſt the divine 

authority of the firſt propagators of chriſti- 

anity, than is given us in a pamphlet, en- 

titled, Obſervations on the converſion and 
apeftleſhip of St. Paul, and which I ſhall 
beg leave of the author to tranſcribe. - 
wy e e 


dilles to the religion of 'Cheiſt,y 
*: he was, to'contend; iſt; with the poli- 2 


words of man's wiſdom, but in demo- 


us ba QUEnethai | 


The ingenicus writer een 
gc d äche difficulties which this apoſtie had 
to encounter with, in conventin che gen. 


. that 


| *1cy and power of the magiſtrates'z gd. 
« with the intereſt, credit, and ctaſt of 
the prieſts ; 3dly; with ihe prejudices | 
and paſſions of the people; Athly, 


* with the wiſdom and pride of the 


; « philoſophers;” and baving proved; that 


he met with the utmoſt repugnance and 


oppoſition from them all, he proceeds to 
obſerve; It neceſſarily follows, that to 
« ſucceed in that work, he muſt have 
© called in ſome extraordinary, and ſome 
* ſtronger, power, than that of reaſon 
* and argument. Accordingly we find, 
he tells the Corinthians, that his ſpeech 
and preaching was not with enticing 


« ſtration of the Spirit and of power, 
« 1 Cor. xi. 4. It was to the efficaty.of 
* the divine power, that as aſcribed all 

ec « his 


1 


 \phengver We he Plähted the 
„ Chriſt If chat power tedly/weht With 
hing ut would enable Tim te ebene 
«all theſe diffchfties khat Chltröcted is 
*\efiterptize;' bur khen be wat dn in- 
e Ruler? Out hquiry"therbfors muſt be. 
«whether: (ſuppoſing him to Hüve been 
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„At fireell in thoſe" cbünttles d 
Solpel ol 


«<-aivimpoſtor) hecoutd by preceding re 


races have overeoime-all thoſedifſi- 


© culties ahd carried on ite 


A Naw!to givt mitacles, fally preten 
« ded po, any reputation, two \cireum-" 
c ſtances are principally neceſlary'; an-apt” 
« -diſpofitionin thoſe. whom. they ate de- 

* ſigned to impoſe upon, and a poaterful 
©; confederasy. to carry on, and abett the 
cheat. Both theſe: circumſtances, or 


{© at leaſt one of them, have always ac- 


« companied all the falſe miracles, an- 
«, cient and modern; which have obtained 
* any credit. among mankind. To both 
* < alarms owing-the' general: fich oi 

o K cc < the 


* b N 1 
* 1 : : is: 1 
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* the beathen norkl, in poi waning 4 
„ augurics, . and. other impoſtures, . by 


« which. the prieſts, combined wich tho 
« magilrates,,, ſported, the, national 


«« workhip,,. and deluded a people pre- 


 « ppolſaſleds in their faxour, and} wile 
« ling. 46 be deceived. Both the ſame 


**, cauſes. likewiſe! co-operate in e be- 


lief that. ip given to popiſh miracles, 
among thoſe of their on church. But 
<<. neither of theſe aſſiſted St. Paul. What 
E. prepoſſeſſion could there have been in 
« the minds of the gentiles, either in fa- 


<« ,vour of him, or the dpctrine he taught? 


— what prepoſſeſſions could be 


„ doubtedly. had agginſt both? On the 
< cher hand, let us examine, whether 
<<, without: the advantage of ſuch: an aſ- 

| << ſfaſtance, - there, was any confederacy 
c ſtrong enough to impoſe his falſe mi- 
tacles upon the gentiles, who were 
both unprepared and undiſpoſed to re- 
« „ The n is apparent. 
4 * He 


« ſtronger, than thoſe. which they un- 


CHRISTIAN RELIGION, fr 
en n combination with their | 
2 or their anggiſratet; no f or 
"party mog them gave hit any Help; 
11 ches were open, and Wikeliful" to 
* detsét his ictipoſtures; all Hahds ready 
4 to puniſh Ritt 4 fo a8 detecked. Let 
i be alſo confidered, chat thoſe, üpoft 
hom they practifect e ard, Gere 
not & groſs or Ighorünt people, = | 
© miſtake any winicotinion' operations of 
it ature,” or juggfivig tticks, for triritu- 

bus acts. The chürches planted by 

gt. Pak, were in the nioft enligliteie | 
2 of the world; amion th Otti 
of 2fix and: Eutfope; among the No- 
r mans; if the mdf of fcience, *ptiilo-' 
« ſophy, freedony of thought, and in an 
age more intuifitively curious itith the 
a powerd of nature, and Iefs inclitied to 

« credit religious frauds than any before 
« it; ” Nor were they only the loweſt of 
« rhe people that” he converted ; Sit 


"MF 4 the” procontut” * 84 5 
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„Nun, the Arcopagite,were pla pro 
< ſolytes.” TRE. 


Thus from the difficulties which *. 


Paul had.to.conguer, from the incompati- 
bility, of his miracles with any falſhood, 
and from the nature and diſpoſition, ,of; 


the people amongſt whom they were 


wrought, doch this author very maniſeſt- 
ly. hey us, that neither this apoſtle,. or 
any of . the. others (as the ſame manner 
of arguing may be applied to them all) 
did, or could impaſe vpqn them, by any 
human, Aartifice ; and conſequently that, 


they, were; aſſiſted by ſome , ſupernatural | 


power, which enabled, them. to convert 
ſo great a part of mankind: to the belief 
of their doctrine. To which may be ad- 
ded, the teſtimony of ſuch a number, of. 
able. and difintereſted. witneſſes of theſe 
ee of o many learned Pagans, 
proſelytes to 
the 9 they were performed to eſta- 
bliſh; and of ſuch a multitude of martyrs, 
wha choſe to ſuffer the moſt exquilite tor- 


\f ments, 


1 * > 
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ps ments, rather than f̃ehounee it. The. 

union of all theſe evidences will confirm 3 
the truth of the miracles being wrought © 
by a divine power, with ſych' indelible 
characters, as neither the doubts of the 
ſceptic can obſcure, or the a E 
the deiſt extinguiſh. : 4 

Tou ſee, Theophilus, "A nc the F 

impoſſibility of the miracles being 
wrought can be proved, or their evidence 
confuted ; and conſequently no reaſon can 
be given, Why we ſhould not believe in 
the truti of them, notwithſtanding the 
concluſions that are drawn from theſe for- 
midable arguments of experience to the 
contrary; But perhaps the deiſt would 
be more ſcrupulous than at preſent, of 
denying even the probability of miracles 
being performed, if he would conſider 
only the narrow limits of his favourite 
experience. We are but very little ac- 
quainted with the operations of nature 

in the material world; why ſhould we 
then diſbelieve, becauſe we cannot alto- 

K 3 gether 
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Fiber comprehond the deſign and-pure 
J Pale of Providence in the inteilactual one, 
Let us then perſwade the deiſt ta argue 

on more. modeſt principles; to ſurvey the 
human creature with impartiality, and ſee 
how far its knowledge: of this ſcene of 
- - things extends; he will find it endued 
% with ſuch a degree of intellect as is ſufi- 
cient to gnable it to perfarm. all its con- 
| Ferns as 4 ſociable creature, with ſuch 
. ' Garporeal ſenſes, as will ſerve the pleaſure 
_ * -and-ptefervation-:of its being; but the 
 - quickeſt, perception; or the moſt exalted · 
underſtanding can proceed no farther. It 
feels indeed the effects of matter, but it 
cannot find out the cauſe of gravity, or 
attraction; it obſerves the great — | 
which it receives from ſome part of the 
animal. world, but it cannot penetrate in- 
to the. purpoſe and deſign of Almighty 
God, in the creation of that infinite 
number of creatures which daily ſurround 
it; ſo every part of nature may properly 
be called à miracle to mortals. The 

| human 


* 


cunrertat KL tons, OY 


_ — e 
net will. attract iron; and that Heat will 
diffolyecriictals ; but doth he underſtand 
Dow theſe effects are produced, by the 
mutual action of the particles of matter on 
eck other? He ſees the beantevus fac 
' vFiilitiles, ns Hard the vitieis fund U f 
_ miiifick; he firjells che arottidtic plant; + 
ſenſations produced in him by the different * "= 
bulk, figure, and motiom of bodies: tilt _ 
what cauſe cal be affighed for theſe » 
effects? what connetziort is there be- 
teen the different motors of any fort of 
body, and the ideas of colour, ſound, or 
ſel}; in our own minds? He can move his 
| Hand or finger; but the oonceptſon of the 
ſul or ſpirit moving his body, is as re- 
mote from his knowledge, as is the crea- 
tion of his being. Thus ignorant are we 
of the internal conſtitution of objects, 
with which we are daily converſant ; . 
if we meditate upon thoſe diſtant worlds, 
dane the teleſcope hath reached, or up- 
| K 4 „ 
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an the, infinite. miouteneſs af creatures. 
which the. wicroſcope: bath diſcovered.;- 
we. ſhall be. loſt. in wonder and amazes 


ment. If then/ous ſpeculations qre thus 


configed, to the ſurface nature 3; if we 
are, unable N trace een and 


r 


ſence of i its. matters if we cannot pene- by 
trate into, the deſign, of nature, in its moſt 
common operations, why ſhould, we ex» 


5 chat unaſſiſted reaſon, while united 
its body, ſhould entirely conceive. the 
Whole deſign and, intention of the divine 

being, in the creation of his nobleſt crea- 
ture, man 7 A we. eee wich 


ly things, why. ſhould, we thiok to have 


a clearer proſpect of heavenly? . The 


deiſt (I preſume) will not daubt of the 


exiſtence of theſe various creatures, or 
the effects of matter, though he cannot 


comprehend the deſign. of the creation of 


the one, or pierce: into the ſubtile com- 
a of the other; why ſhould: he then 
doubt 


au eh. at ant Daft. a6 n ow od an ao. 
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doubt of the truſh of the Imriracles.and 
divine; miſion of the apoſtles, though: be 
never experienced. ſuch himſelf, and may 
not canceive; the manner in which they 
were performed ; for if they are ſaperior 
to gur reaſon, they ate by ho means con- 
tradictory to it What is impoſſible with 
that divine being, who. firſt created man 
out of the earth? what ſhould prevent 5 
bim, ho firſt conſtituted. the courſe of 
nature, from delegating a power to his 
agents, to change its order When he 
pleaſes? and at what time is ĩt ſo reaſon- 
able to think, that he would give ſuch an 

extraordinary ſanction to them, as when 
he wanted to awaken and reform pl 
world, W in the greateſt ſenſuali- 

ties and wickedneſs? . 

I hope by this time, Theophilus, you 
are convinced of the truth of the miracles, 
and of the divinity of the religion which 
they atteſt; ſo will conclude, my obſerva- 
tions upon them with à declaration af 
the | enge Dr. Middleton. L. 5. p. 60. 

he 
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the facts, ſaid to be performed, to be the 
moſt deciſive proofs than can be given, 
« of the truth and divinity of any ref 


e the Jewi/h and of the Chriſtian miraths; 
1 yrought in ſuch a manner, as could 
&© jeave no doubt upon the ſenſes of thoſe 
« who were witneſſes of them; and fot 
the nobleſt end, for which the Deity 


* can be faid to interpoſe Himſelf; the 


„ univerſal good. and falvation of man 
> 4 KI n d.“ gn ' 

Turorn. 1 think tint” yo have very 
clearly demonſtrated the divinity of the 
chriſtian religion, both from the inter- 
nal evidence of its merits, and the etal 
one of its miracles; but I have often 
wondered, Philander, that the part of 
mankind who are bleſſed with this re- 
velation, ſhould draw various conclulions 


from the fame facred records: tell me 
"I . then 


© gion. This was evidently the caſe of 


rr > 
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then che realbu, why the biget bends kit 
knee to the ſtatue, whillt the enthufiat 
relies on his eloction and inſpiration. gif 

--PurLanpder.' This is a fact indeed; 
which is not to be denied, Theophilus: 
But what other cauſe ean be aſſigned for 
it, from what other fountain can this va- 
riety of worſhip ſpeing, than from man's 


net che wide extremes of 


fuperſtition, 


and enthufiaſm, too manifeſtly demon- 


ſtrate the weakneſs of human nature, the 


power of intereſt, paffion ot authority * 


how unable are the generality of man- 


kind to diſcover truth through the me- 


dium of error? how readily they enliſt 


themſelves under any opinion, which 


may be the moſt fubſervient to their pre- 
ſent engagements, and beſt actommoda- 
ted for the gratification of their feveral 
paſſions ? But there can be no better con- 
futation of theſe erroneous opinions than 
bringing them to the bar of reafon. - By 
this ftandard, let us try the worſhip of 


reliques, 


raſon corrupted by his paſfions ? Doth. 


240 —— 


* 


mliques, the invocation. of ſaints, dd 
ſuperſtitious uſe of images in the Romiſſi 


church; but how are theſe practices co 


fiftent with that pnrity which ſnould con- 
ſtitute the worſhip of a perſectly wile 
veing; is it to be ſuppoſed; that the ſenſe- 
leſs image can prevail upon the ſupreme 


governour of the univerſe to forgive 
the penitent his faults ; or:that almighty 
God has delegated a power to the crafty 
prieſt to abſolve his fellow creatures from 
their fins, when he has. ordained: man- 
kind upon the, ſame. level, and in the 
fame rank of being? No l. theſe corrup- 
tions are too.grols, ever to abtain any cre- 


dit with an impartial enquirer, who could 


eaſily deride their abſurdity, if they ex- 
tended no farther: but when he finds 
that this church eſpouſes perſecution; 
that it teaches its followers to deſtroy: 
their fellow creatures Who are of a dif- 


ferent religion; and pronounces ſuch cru- 
elty as an act of merit, as doing God 
ſervice ; he muſt immediately condema 

it 
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it as an impoſtures and ag che horrid 
ipjety, that ever ſprung Gram the: human 
mind. 41th b i 180% 1 Vt HTN 
_ | ACAST9x: But, if the tenets, and docs, 
 trines of this church are ſo;very abſurd, 
aud even deteſtable, how.cames-it to be 
lo, very extonſine 2, 271 Jai A riot! n 
ee nh 

Ggned for the — — 
Romiſh church 3 the m may be. derived; 
from. the, fimpligity. of the (people, and 
the; ocher from the, artificg af the prieſt· 
hood. 10t D ad bloodt butt Stk 
18. is2.common.. obſervation, chat the, 
| eee mu damen e 
their xeaſon, 60 Fay. ln do pt 
vailed upon to embrace 2 religion, which 
capfiyates; them by affecting their paſ-, 
ions, or allures chem, by diſpenfing with 
their gratißcation. Thus the pomp, and. 
ceremonies made uſe of by the bigot,, 
ſtrikes the multitude with and and reve- 
rence; 0 principles « of His religion like · 


wiſe, 


= — 


1 
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its votaries in a future ſtate: u 
— —„—-—-— 


ratice; and ecmpefting people 6 eribrice 
it by the” fer power'; for perfecunsd 


| always din dhe fide of falleHibod, WH | 


the: principal cel Ur art 


the fraud ſhould be detected; for 


the- confirenation/ of e truth ef his prim- 
diples; ther authority; and as He cahriot 
defend hit region by reifen, de taugt 
to ſuppott it by power. Bur the tatiotiat 
enquirer eafly fees thut fuperſtition & 
rives its birth from human impoſition, 
and is calculated” to ſupport the itereſt 
of the crafty over the unthinking multi- 
tue, ant when oppoſed, or in danger of 
itFerrors being diſcovered; hath beer tlie 


parent 


, 2 3 


of / 
efeupiog the bur f Heaver with imp. 


ty The eraſt of the rden appears 
from their keeping its profelytes nne 


| fopprelFatly equity into hi 'evideroe, RY 
got has no! «ther arganiensto-alledgelin 


Den rs m% » ma aw mid wy, oO 10.» 
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Parent af mere malice... perſecution, and 


cpudlty, than anꝶ ather principle. intereſt... 
& faſßon, that over reigned inthe human 


\ breall,- Is 29Mvib 17 i un ont + 


nen. , As.you havg hewn us the 


folly. of ſuperſſition, 1 ſhould, be glad if 
yay, wauld: conſider the. nature of enthu- 
fiat, by examining the doctrines, and, 


1 diflenters, in our own, | 


44 1136 


enthuſiaſm, as it is profeſſed under the 

ſeveral. names of electian,  predeftination,. 
and inſpiretien, as, I did thoſe of fuperfi-, 
agen, The term. claim figpifies, 4 people 
who were. appointed by the divine being,. 
from the foundation, of: the. world, for 


Galeation 3, and conſequently, who cannot 


either diſobey his. laws, or will not be 
puniſhed for their diſobedience of them, 
Predefination. means a people, who were 
appointed. by the divine being, from the 
foundation of the world, for miſery; and 


men cannot either obey his 
laws, 


8 1 tall try, the, tener. of | 


RN 
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— or whoſe obedience of ihem will: 
not" bs" rewarded.” Biſpirutim meli 4 
people; H re Airected to the diſcharge? _ 


of Baie Dow the divine afflatus E.. 


Wow onſequenttly - Einnothbe 
id ee of either virtüe or vice; 
as their actions ile nt the'reſult of theſe: 
on reaſon; but of anather*'s:' "But if & be 
10 contradiction to aflert; that a Being Gf 
perſect wiſdom would elect a eine 
fi happineſs, without any refſebt relpet Wits = 


« being of perfect gocdnels Would ordain" 
a  freature. for Rr, thivu8t"te uſes its" 
utmoſt efforts ts be virtois'; or that an 
itapartial providence woukc "Beto Ris 
gifts bf r pooh £ a kkuſe 
to the re No! it is "not "is the wit 


phanitaſick” raj tures of Sata. it - # 


not to the vain Aelahve withes of To . A 4 


ſtition, that reaſon will attend. 20% ws 


affect t the paiſions, bi but ine Cannbt wad 


vince the judg! ement. The one may dae 
le mankiri by the nlußene, | A falle 
a tran- 


mers; iK certain is "one, to aſſert; ax 


8 0 


} 


3 ein point out the nature and geounds of 
true meligion, nor diſcoyer to us the praper 
model, by which we ſhould form our life ; 
and actions. - Superſtition and enthuſiaſm 
| may enervate the ſtrength of religion, by 
— inſpiring mankind with a — and 


means anſwer its end, which is to reſtrain 


| che paſſions, and ee the. 
_ => oy * An 9 *% 1207 Yn wh | 
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choly imagination; but neither of them 


cenſure” of each other; 


but ean by no 


eee Ton babs, alledged/1a; f 
Babes conſe: for the numerous votaries of 


ſuperſtition; but the ſame reaſons cannot 
be given for tlaſe of enthuſiaſm, as the 
diiſſenters muſt be allowed to be influenced 


| | ate principle. 1133 £607}-1 | 
-:Pmzr.. The ſeveral ſects, which diflent 


from the eſtabliſhed church; have. aroſe, 
far the moſt part, from a partial,cxamin- 
* of the r from &xiog upon 


Der 


% 


* 


———— [heated: fancy 1, And the 
8 ober iniſlead ther, hy plahing upon the 
: Fears und ercdulity:ofaweak;! and melan- 


/ 


4 — — 
—— — 
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— 
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| pirtlonlar paſſigts, anil — 


oed have never wanted fuers 20 
Adept thelr ſeveral opitions, 8 the-dea> 


e lenporiance; which buman ame 


killed. To this cauſe” muſt be -afgribs 


as. iE 


-mtaning of 'them-apreexble bo their ore = 15 


1 r of revele 


Non dr che whole. Theſe conflitactions 


| we ways ſavcufüble 10 the pakibohr 


party Which eſpoufes chem, while . 


Wines of election and icfpiration- are > 
conformable wick thoſe ideas of worth 


too apt to entertain of itſelf, ſo conſiſtant 
with-rhar peifwaſioh of the partichlar 


Favour of the divine being, t02-which 
exth perſon 


ftatters hinſelf he in en- 


ed che various ſees of teligion, which 


differ from the cftabliſhed chutch, and 


| dJeemer. This is the 
Keipture, and the chriſtian's guide to ſal- 
vation, which declares, that virtue, and 
| poodnefs, are the only qualifications that 
-can exalt a human creature and make it 
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velativa declares, that the Almighty bath 


gen us rational -faculties, by which we 
| re. enabled to diſtinguiſh virtue from 
view good from evil, ad fo expoQs that 


. ba" diverted; by eicher 


temporal intereſt, paſſion or prejudice, 
from obeying the precepts of our Re- 


happy 5 that vice and wickedneſs are the 
oiperibihitis cheek 
Tutor. The lat ation 1 that 
opoſe to you-at this time, Philander, is 
this, viz. whether you think that reaſon 


alone can ſupply us with fulliciear prooks 
"of a future ſtate? 


L 2 Putt, 


1 e en ſatoation 
with: four and rrenbling.. Incatrupted to- 


plain” language of 


 Fbcophilugarhich-wikvery.cemarkably 
Ilnſtrates the advantage of -revelation, 
Win is the only means we have of kn 
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ing what will be the eyent, and end of 


ſtion, whether his being! is confined vt 


his mortal. period, and aſter the union of 
| the: foul and. body is, diſſolved, he ig to 
Neep fon eyet in the grave, or whether, a 
Kate of exiſtence is reſerved, for him heter 


after 2 point of knowledge beyond the 
te. ſees, indeed the human: creature tara 


the ſeveral ſtages of its life, lowly ripen- 


ing from the child to manhood, that its 


| corporeal machinery is, wound, up for 


dittle more than fourſcore years, and a after 


zthis period. is elapſed, t that 3 it will ceaſe to 
move. Sbe finds that whatever that fa- 


{culty;is,, which inſpires it with life and 


motion, (and. which i is called! its ſoul, 


ai) WAXES v with its age, "and gradual, 


> Li ”. 


N Naß the Prolpect wider, dll; it arrives at 


38600 


* 


- 
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ih wel 


min oh reſolving that important quer - 


reach of, unaſſiſted reaſon... to diſegyer 
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maturity; but whether this Sucks: 
edi for + ſupbsior rank of Sbiuigrineial | 
futuresNate) not the urmoſt effbrtri of im 


- Sikiltjon! cin (conceive; :'thac- Inipallible 


line which prevents the brute rot diſo 
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covering the: reaſen) iy cher Hum pee 


cen kd togecheg cy hey band e n 
or e temple, is likewiſ@drawn betw ven 


maiikind;-and immortzlity. Ir ds imp 
fible ſor man to find. out the dectees f 


providence with” the aſſiſtanct of reaſon 
alone, or to haue his enquiriss upon 
this ſubject attended with any cher aſſu- 
ranoe chan rohjecturo. A rational crea- 
ture uch is placed amidſt theſt various 


ſcenes of nature, may indeeed ebuclude the 
probability of a future ſtate; by thus arguing 


wickr itlelf: When I ſurveſt the brder 


of the creation, eich part af it heſpeas 


its author's good deſign, in communi- 
cating happineſs to tlie whole this haps 


pmeſs: I ſee diffuſed: through thecanimal 
world, which is amply .\protidedowith | 
food and cloathing ; ſo theoox?griws ft 
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— 
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| - Which; the!brute' perhaps taſtes With a 
more enguiſitæ ſenſe, [arid enjoys fora lo- 
"i dan bey, ind'which-Fk 

will diſgeſt their ippetite and deſtroy 


f OY "OPAL e 

1 1 notes; what ben he 
- condition/of th Huwan'ſpecies? It 
be td indeed thiat nature-hath. ſapptied 


tem With Fend for their 


e edicine ſor their diſordera; but ould 


1 deßae dhe happineſ) of rational eres 
tune ta depend an thoſe, pleatuves, 


their oanſtitution by a 'continuance/j for 
| ſoidelicate is the texture of the human 


mien that' exceſſes bf -ahy kind Hifor- 
der che while machine ; and tu -what 


 pwpoſe will the variegated colours of the 


Wat taptures will muſick awaken in the 


dbordered car? or what delicacy ef food 


can 'pleaſe the diſternpered palate 7 In 
. rain” doch this magnificett” theatre offer 
millions of -objefts uo entertain them, if 


4 their: ſenſitive organs . deſtroyed by-in- 


1 
* 


min-hom , ſhine upon the languid etũ 


r 


— he mess . 
— ir the Fraltion-of bis malte Goc 


| pps 2 ſerenity pes over d ind cba- 
— Uinpliting on the gosdneſb of its Creator, 
de ftv tank in the creation; ans oh the 
| Jultfce' and betievolence of its own cdi 
dad, and that” the preſent minute com- 
' gladderis the heart with joy i but 


werd by the clouds of paſſion; covetoul- 
ves, Envy, ambition, the feat ef poverty, 


tlie lots of friends; and all the tribe of 


borto rs and afflictions convince 5 me, what 
boch the intellectual as well us” 
| world's fubjett to florms and tem bps as 
well as ſun-ſhine ; and that che Ke 

man is no more free from real! U ich. 1 


gary wants, than is the ſky Ain bn ; 


L 4 Ph: that 


. 
2 
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ar e e 1 
mer ff from lafitude; and fegret, let ne 


Le! that this bliſs will Mortly be inter- | 


— enStenne O—— : — — 


but hy concluding; from this view.of e 
bum zn ſgeries, that there will he a future 

Nzte ?, foraf man was made for this world 
alone, why: was he not endued With chat 
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ugh arab ame 


4 alsabis.the, wax 

wan, when! compared, tonthe:reft ofthe = 
 aninijabicredtion N. doth. .the;; bmate,,cacall = 
hind in anſirwer rene is it une 
with thoſer paſfiom Which tormeyt many 
15 Mind, gandchable; ta, o Other 


invralities.vthan; theſe t Whichnitz age 


Prute, 45; bappy 2. But, will 


and: how can this harmony, be prefer 


Ring nk thoſe organs, as to make; him 


the excellence. of their rational 17 5 
ee eee 
"1 


wochleg ar 


orcthe glemenis expoſe it : and ſa during 4 

dbeir confinement upon Farth,. muſt not 

man be pronquneed. miſerable, whilg the 

| it not, be. 
begechzef this, vilible harmony in che 5 
cxeatignj that inferior. orders. of i« 

| tha So hap god operon e | 
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ing? and mit che! þ — 4 | 
noble areatures,,1 theſe ,ci — | 
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caft;?: Impoſſible!}.cmy; reaſon, my ſenſes 
roſiſte it: for hy were they created ca- 
pable of reflection, if their felicity e ; 


Hive been "inpleted ed igt al” 
Oz TH Tr ts). wh et 7 Fut l ! if 3” aſual bh 
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 Whinkable it their ele S Ny edu 
ed d bein — 
and 0e their Create, B'for den, 
* Sach I efleRivns im, 
mas tut tutelly Cb 66 i perſon, 
Sdntemplariing en dhe nature and an of 
1 "os anti and th dy the u- 


klefe desu theſe o 
2 of A fut te Web 

mind ; but it ruſt be revelarion 

my, which ban mw them in then ful 


n ons ue de nee future 
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4 ing-of God, 


* hands, eternal in the henveta chat 


* 


* 
- 


« the giſt gf God: is eternal dife, chro) | 
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rage, and e th fon fer. 


' mxtings. of the ather ; and a a. very ele- 


* writer ohſerres: „When the eyn 


*« of, reaſon. can reach no further, the 


L light, of ;revelation, ziſes dp ue. ad 
* ene neee 
Sin een; LG God ele ch 
This is the, draught. of de chaten 
wa, it ſuppoſes en 
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declared to be we prefer 
thor of the world, and wade 
RE Wat ti batibus 
ſpecies of creatures Which infable the 
globe, ſo is it in a partichifar Hlinner WH 
ferred/upon their only viffole maſter; r 
it likewiſ@ hows us che duty bf this print 
cipal creature, in all its ſevetal relatid „ 
and connections, and tells us that rebe- | 
rence and "gratitude are the tribute 

which the whole body of mankind —4 
pay to their emmdm parttit, ald that 
juſtice andi charity are the mutual dütſes 
which they ſhould obſerve towards each 
other: it farther ſhows us, that we are. 
placed upon pon this 8 in 4 late of 
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* — world; and e 
next ; for excellent conſolation, 
amidſt the, contingencies. of-this.mortal 
Nate, doth the belief of a providence af 
_ ard, 48941 what grauen incentive.to 
haves thanframghe expectation of 4 fital- 
account. But the deiſt perhaps will ſlay, 
chat theſe doQrines-do. not appear to be 


mu from reaſon; let us then aſk him, 


vrhether it/is an abſurdity to: think, that 
the principal animal im the creation is the 


principal care: of its Creator? let us alk 
him, why that mind which now ſees, 8 


it were, the diyine being, may not fur- 


ue this veil of fleſh. and exiſt ſor ever 
Our ſenſes convinee us that the material 
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